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Slender Man 


defendant gets 


25 


years in institution 


Judge orders max period 
of supervision for Weier 


Bruce Vielmetti Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


WAUKESHA - A judge Thursday 
chose the maximum period of commit- 
ment — 25 years — for a 15-year-old girl 
found not guilty by reason of mental 
disease or defect in the Slender Man 
stabbing case. 


Anissa Weier, 16, will move to Winne- 
bago Mental Health Institute, where, by 
her own agreement, she will spend at 
least three years before seeking release 
on community supervision, still 
considered part of the commitment or- 
der. 

Because she is credited with the 3% 
years she has served in a West Bend ju- 
venile jail on $500,000 bail, her super- 
vision would last until she is 37. 

Waukesha County Circuit Judge Mi- 
chael Bohren followed the prosecution 
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recommendation for the maximum 
length of supervision. He cited the sen- 
sational crime’s broad impact on not 
only the victim but the community. 

“It was a planned murder by kids,” he 


Take a peek into the high-tech but haphazard 
home of Amazon’s two-hour Prime Now service 


Amazon employee Dena McQueen maneuvers a cart with items collected in an aisle filled with products 
in the online retailer’s Prime Now fulfillment center on Milwaukee’s south side. See more photos and a 
video at jsonline.com/news. PHOTOS BY MIKE DE SISTI / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


When you need 


something Now 


Rick Romell Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Among the most popular items requested by Mil- 
waukee-area customers of Amazon’s Prime Now — 
the online retail giant’s service that delivers orders 
at no charge in two hours and, for a fee, in one — are 
potato chips. 

When you need a salty snack, minutes count. 

“We really tailor the selection to things that peo- 
ple need in two hours,” Amazon spokeswoman Julie 
Law said Thursday at the company’s nine-month- 
old Prime Now hub on Milwaukee’s south side, a 
well-swept mini-warehouse stocking what Law 
said are “tens of thousands” of items in seemingly 
haphazard but actually efficient fashion. 

As Christmas pressure bears down on last-min- 
ute shoppers, Amazon wants customers to know 
that its famously rapid delivery stands ready to help 
the procrastinators among us. 

So the big retailer — $136 billion in sales last 
year — this week offered a peek inside its local 
Prime Now fulfillment center, lodged inside an all- 
but-faceless commercial building at 4111 W. Mitchell 
St. 

Prime Now is the rapid-delivery option for sub- 
scribers to Amazon’s $99-a-year Prime service. 
Prime, which offers free shipping, streaming video 
and music, and other benefits, is hugely popular 
and is helping Amazon reshape the retail land- 
scape. A report last week from Morgan Stanley 
estimated that 50% of U.S. households have a 


Bo Blazavier, Amazon area manager, works on 
packing an order. 


Prime member. 

Prime Now, launched three years ago in Manhat- 
tan and since expanded to 30 cities, is a more recent 
refinement in Amazon’s quest to make it as easy as 
possible for consumers to consume — from Ama- 
zon, of course. 

Compared with the company’s regular fulfill- 
ment centers, such as the million-square-foot 


See NOW, Page 8A 
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Anissa Weier is led 
into the courtroom 
for sentencing. She 
was sentenced to 
25 years in a mental 
institution. MICHAEL 
SEARS/MILWAUKEE 
JOURNAL SENTINEL 


said. “We can’t forget the goal was to 
kill.” 
Bohren seemed particularly both- 


See WEIER, Page 14A 


Experts 
Say State 
income 
taxes may 
rise due to 
federal cut 


Legislators seeking 
estimates on bill’s effect 


Jason Stein Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - The tax cut passed by 
the GOP Congress could have the unin- 
tended effect of raising state income 
taxes in Wisconsin, experts said. 

Those tax increases may not materi- 
alize and even if they do, statehouse Re- 
publicans say they'll work on legislation 
to undo them. 

But the possibility shows why elect- 
ed officials and ordinary taxpayers alike 
need to look carefully at the bill passed 
by Congress. 

Rep. Dale Kooyenga (R-Brookfield) — 
a certified public accountant and a close 
follower of tax policy — said he’s wor- 
ried some state taxpayers could be 
snagged by federal changes dealing 
with tax deductions. If that would result 


See TAXES, Page 14A 


Associated 
Bank to boost 
hourly wage 


Policy will go into effect 
once tax reform signed 


Paul Gores Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Associated Bank said Thursday it 
will boost its minimum hourly wage to 
$15 and pay workers a $500 bonus 
when the recently passed federal tax re- 
form is signed, making it the first major 
the list of companies saying their em- 
ployees will directly benefit from the 
legislation. 

The Green Bay-based bank, the 
largest financial institution head- 
quartered in the state, said it will raise 
its minimum wage to $15 an hour 
from $10 — a 50% boost — and distrib- 
ute the one-time bonus to all hourly, 


See ASSOCIATED, Page 13A 


Nation 


House, Senate pass short-term 
spending bill, sending it to Trump. 10A 


State 


GOP Senate leaders broaden 
investigation of John Doe probes. 3A 
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